CHAP. T.                 PONTIFICATE OF UEBAN.

CHAPTER V.

Urban IL

THE Pontificate of Urban II. is one of the great epochs
in the history of the Papacy and of Latin Christianity,
The first Crusade united Christendom in one vast war-
like confederacy; and at the head of that confederacy
the Pope, by common consent, took his proper place.
The armies were the armies of the faith, and therefore
the armies of him who represented the chief apostle of
the faith. From the Pope they derived, what they
believed their divine commission ; they were his martial
missionaries to recover, not for any one Christian prince,
but for Christianity itself, that territory to which it
asserted an indefeasible title. The land in which the
Saviour of mankind was born and died, could not but
be the domain, the seignorial possession of the Christian
Church.

But the Crusade belongs to the later period of Urban's
Pontificate.

On the death of Victor III. the scattered and dis-
organised monastic or Hildebrandine party was struck
almost with despair: yet messengers were sent on all
sides to rally their ecclesiastical forces.    It was not till
above five months had elapsed, that a Council,   AD 108S
summoned by a number of bishops, assembled   Mardl 12-
at Monte Casino, and by the counsel of Oderisi, the
Abbot, the successor of Desiderius, met at Terracina; for
Home was in the power of the enemy.    The number of